


What is the environment? 

The environment is something you are very familiar with. It’s 
everything that makes up our surrondings and affects our 
ability to live on the earth – the air we breathe, the water that 
covers most of the earth’s surface, the plants and animals 
around us, and much more. 
 

 



 It is not only about the space in which life develops, but also 

includes living beings, objects, water, soil, air and the relations 

between them, as well as intangible elements such as culture. 



 These days when your hear people talk about “the 
environment”, they are often referring to the overall 
condition of our planet, or how healthy or unhealthy it is. 



Biodiversity 

The number and variety of plant and animal species that exist 
in a particular environmental area or in the world generally. 



Habitat 

The natural surroundings where a living organism lives. Habitat 
provides an organism with everything it needs to survive: food, 
shelter and proper climatic conditions. 





Natural Resources 



Climate 

The general weather conditions of a region, averaged over a 
series of years. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental disasters 
and the ways people affect 

the environment 

 In recent years, scientists have been carefully examining the 
ways that people affect the environment. They have found 
that we are causing air pollution, desforestation, acid rain, 
and other problems that are dangerous both to the earth and 
to ourselves. 

 



Erupting volcanoes 



Earthquake 

A sudden violent movement of the Earth's surface, 
sometimes causing great damage. 



Flood 

A large amount of water covering an area that is usually dry. 



An extremely large wave caused by movement of the earth 
under the sea, often caused by an earthquake, 

Tsunami 



Drought 

A long period when there is little or no rain. 



Climate change 



Green house effect 



Global warming 

A gradual increase in world temperatures caused by polluting 
gases such as carbon dioxide which are collecting in the air 
around the Earth and preventing heat escaping into space. 



Fumes 

Strong, unpleasant and sometimes dangerous gas or smoke. 





Ozone layer 



Acid rain 



An item that is intended to be thrown away after use. 

Disposable products 



Waste in a landfill 

Other related vocabulary: rubbish, garbage, trash. 



Pollution 

Damage caused to water, air.... by harmful substances or waste. 



Deforestation 

The cutting down of trees in a large area by people. 
Deforestation is destroying large areas of tropical rain forest. 



Desertification 

The process by which land changes into desert. 



Oil slick 

A layer of oil that is floating over a 
large area of the surface of the sea, 
usually because an accident has 
caused it to escape from a ship or 
container. 



Endangered species 

Many species of plants and animals are in danger of/threatened with 
extinction, because there are very few now alive. 
 



Energy 

The power from something such as electricity or oil, which 
can do work, such as providing light and heat. There are 
different types of energy: solar, nuclear, hydroelectric... 



Types of energy 



A development that is causing little or no damage to the 
environment and therefore able to continue for a long time. 

Sustainable development 



Biodegradable 

Something able to decompose naturally and harmlessly. 



Trash Cans / Trash bins / 

Dumpsters / Skips / 

Containers 



Unleaded petrol 

Describes a type of petrol or other substance that does not contain 
lead. 






